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My dear friends,

Let me take this auspicious opportunity to wish you a happy Vikrama Samvata 2080!
There is so much to look forward to in this year- journey, progress, and milestones to be
achieved. Bharat is looking toward its thought leaders to articulate these new idioms and
take the journey forward...

We all have been nourishing this dream of Bharat once again becoming the IEEERIC)
(Vishvaguru) and one of the great manifestations of this is the fact that our country has
assumed the G20 presidency. With a visionary role to play in G20, Bharat will set an
example of how we can move forward and find a people-oriented sustainable solution to
many of the global problems we are facing and hence manifest the spirit of Hﬁﬂaﬂ

giA:|
Friends, our biggest strength in attaining resurgence would be the civilisational wisdom

that has been created and carried forward by our gurus and teachers! Teachers have and
will continue to play a cardinal role in bringing alive Bharat’s vision of a@aw|

The welfare of teachers is the cornerstone for India’s dream of once again becoming
forare (Vishvaguru). NDTF, right from its inception has always acted as a catalyst in
orienting teachers' role in developing the country on the one hand and improving the
overall conditions of the teachers on the other hand. And wherever and whenever
required, NDTF has intervened at the highest possible government level, via dialogue
and representations, in order to ensure that not only the dignity and welfare of all the
teachers are met but also that the teachers contribute to the best of their abilities in
moulding their students in becoming good citizens and nation-builders in every possible
way. It’s an ongoing process that has many more milestones to come in its continuous
journey. We believe that students are that essential powerhouse that will provide the
required energy to India’s vision of transforming itself into%%l’l%‘%ﬂlﬁl

Friends, a good repository of wisdom, crystallised in an institutional memory, plays an
extremely important role in building up organisations also. NDTF has been very fortunate
to have been led by visionary leaders who wove nationalistic ideas in its organisational
fabric. Shri O. P. Kohli Ji was the strongest influence in NDTF’s institutional building. We
are deeply saddened by the demise of the stalwart in February 2023. Respectable O. P.
Kohli Ji played a key role in strengthening NDTF atthe University of Delhi. His focus on
teachers' welfare and his ability to juxtapose and dovetail it with the welfare of society
and country was exemplary. He was a communicator-par-excellence which is evident
from his writings and speeches. Even as a Member of Parliament representing Delhi in
the Rajya Sabha and later on as Governor, he never lost his moorings and this is reflected
inthe love and respect he received from the publicacross the nation.

One of the characteristics of a good teacher is his ability to inspire her/his students to
become great teachers. Many of the senior faculty members of the University of Delhi
owe their presence in the teaching profession to their teachers. However, the stop-gap
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arrangement of appointing faculty on an ‘Ad-hoc’ basis at the
University was stretched by vested interest groups for far too
long and had almost made it a noose around the neck of the
University of Delhi and its stakeholders. Fortunately, NDTF’s
long-sustaining efforts in initiating the regularisation process
at the University have now started to bear fruits. Permanent
appointments are happening... It’s a reality now! While
welcoming the process, NDTF, as a teachers’ organisation,
has kept a close watch on it and is committed to protecting
the rights of long-serving teachers. More than 1800 well
deserving teachers have been permanently placed and most
of them were serving adhoc teachers of the University.
Unfortunately, displacement also happened and NDTF is
totally opposed to it. That’s where the test of character and
confidence of an organisation and individual come in play.
Pressure and commitment of NDTF worked and more than
175 displaced adhoc teachers have been placed again. NDTF
is shocked and saddened to know about the rarest of the
incident of a Hindu College teacher, Mr. Samarveer, who
committed suicide. NDTF sends condolences to his family.
and earnestly hopes that such incident doesn’t happen in
future.

My dear friends, it gives me deep pain to state an open fact
that still there are a few politically vested teacher groups in
the University who are genuflecting in front of their political
leaders with their myopic and jaundiced visions trying to
scuttle the ongoingregularisation process.

But NDTF-led DUTA will make sure this process completes its
due course in a stipulated time frame. In spite of many
challenges, NDTF-led DUTA through persuasion with the
university is also trying to ensure that no injustice happens
and all long-serving teachers be absorbed in the university
system. But friends, | would also like to draw your attention to
an important reason behind the displacements taking place.
The stalling of the process of regularisation in 28 out of 32
Delhi Government funded colleges which are under the
control of Governing Bodies of AAP nominees is mainly
responsible for the displacement of ad-hoc teachers. We do
agree that still there is a long way to go but we assure that
justice will prevail through the concerted efforts of NDTF-led
DUTA.

NDTF made consistent efforts to get more than 4000 teachers
promoted at all levels even when the country was in the grip
of the pandemic. Professorships in Colleges and Senior
Professorships in University Departments are now a reality
and more than 600 teachers in colleges and 150 in
departments respectively have benefited fromit.

NDTF led DUTA has also displayed its commitment towards
the regularisation of existing Ad-hoc Teachers/ displaced
teachers observing all constitutional provisions of
reservation, the release of EWS expansion teaching positions
by UGC and Delhi Government, counting of past service for
promotion up to Associate Professor level, promotion of all
up to Associate Professor/Professor level with one-time
exemption from Ph.D. publication requirement, conditions
conducive to encourage research and teaching with

strengthening of Indian universities and no to Foreign
universities, GPF cum Pension cum Gratuity Scheme (Old
Pension Scheme) for all, full and regular grants to 100% Delhi
Government funded and other colleges, librarian and other
academic staff retirement age at par with teachers and no
change in the number of credits and tutorial/practical/class
group size. NDTF led DUTA has been trying to care for and
reach to or make itself accessible to the last person in the
community.

Among many initiatives and concrete measures which NDTF
has taken, | list out a few of the important ones: NDTF met
Dharmendra Pradhan Ji, Honourable Minister for Education
and the Secretary of Higher Education at the Ministry of
Education regarding fund cuts leading to non-payment of
salaries and other dues in 12 colleges of the University of
Delhi, funded by Govt of NCT of Delhi. We wrote to UGC
officials for the immediate release of funds to pay
promotion/pension arrears and timely payment to
teachers/retired teachers. We wrote to the hon’ble
Lieutenant Governor, Govt of NCT of Delhi, and also met DU
VC Prof. Yogesh Singh to discuss all issues related to teachers’
welfare.

| also take this opportunity to congratulate the newly elected
AC/EC members from the NDTF panel. The victory is a
reflection of the confidence that the teachers have reposited
continuously in NDTF’s principles, in its ability to work
constructively and iron out issues impinging the teachers'
welfare. It is a big yes from teachers for our strategy, action
programmes, and negotiations for the welfare of the
teaching community and education. |, as president of NDTF-
led DUTA, assure you that we are and will continue to carry
this process with a lot more responsibility and live the trust
you have putin us!

Friends, with your support, NDTF has charted a route out of a
path that was mired with all kinds of challenges and
controversies...a path that was left untrodden by the usual
trade union groups ... circumstances never ever seen by any
university across the globe! But NDTF took up the challenge
and fought tooth and nail to steer the university out of the
mess that other groups had created. We rose above politics
and tried to care and reach out to the last. This has been
made possible only by the sheer hard work of our cadre that
work day and night with exemplary hard work, honesty,
dedication, transparency, and consistency. They are our
intellectual warriors and are duty-bound to contribute to the
journey of going from darkness to light...in this journey of
Bharat attaining the status of Vishvaguru!

Duty comes first for us!
3% ST HTHIH | THH TS AATHT ||
AW T | 3% ITfea 3Tfed 3=t 1

Prof. Ajay Kumar Bhagi
President, NDTF




Tribute

NDTF Pays Tribute to Shri O.P Kohli Ji, its Founder

Respected Sh. Om Prakash Kohli was not only the founder
President of NDTF, but he was also the person responsible for
the nationalist patriotic ideology nurtured by RSS to take firm
roots in the academic fraternity of Delhi University and its
colleges. In the 1960s Jan Sangh as a political party was quite
established in Delhi but it had little influence amongst DU
teachers. In that scenario, Sh. OP Kohli Ji carried the
nationalist flag with courage and strength. During those days
nascent DUTA was controlled by the Left oriented forces. It is
remarkable that he could plant the flag of nationalist
ideology during those tough times in the DU system.

In 1969 Kohli Ji lent his full support to an independent
candidate Sh Ruddar Datt Ji who defeated a Left-supported
candidate for DUTA Presidentship. Again in 1973, Sh. OP
Kohli himself scored a convincing victory over a very
formidable CPM candidate, Sh. Kumaresh Chakravarti. DUTA
under both Ruddar Datt Ji and Kohli Ji achieved significant
gains for teachers and the teaching-learning system.

Sh. OP Kohli was arrested under the draconian MISA at the
beginning of the dark period of Emergency. He was physically
tortured and imprisoned for 19 months. But his indomitable
spirit was not broken. Released in 1977 he became active
again and resumed office of DUTA Presidentship. He
contested for Presidency again in 1977 and won against the
combined candidate of the Left, Congress, and all others.

Sh.OP Kohli remained active in the University affairs for
almost 30 years: member AC, DUTA Executive and later

President, founder elected teacher representative on DU
Executive Council, etc. After the Emergency in the 1978-79
period, he founded NDTF and was its founder President.
During his leadership of NDTF, he encouraged the second
generation of teacher leaders to grow. That NDTF is now
growing stronger day by day is mainly owing to his
contributions to organisation building. He evolved a new
grammar of teacher activism: result-oriented planned
efforts, combining demonstrative action on the field with
effective negotiations on the table, no unnecessary show of
aggressive bravado but steadfast pursual of desired goals
with logical steps, etc.

NDTF has followed his advice and gained tremendously.

Inthe early 1990s, Kohli Ji was drafted by The Sangh for larger
political and national roles. He was elevated to Delhi State BJP
Presidentship, an office he occupied for many terms. He was
nominated a member of the Rajya Sabha and later made the
in-charge of the Parliamentary and National Office of BJP. His
last office was that of the Governorship of Gujarat.

Whatever high office Kohli Ji might have occupied, he
remained humble, open to all friends, ever so helpful to all
who asked for help, and rooted to the ground. That is why he
was loved and respected by all. Right till his last days, he
remained available to NDTF for help and advice.

NDTF shall always remember him with great respect and
gratitude.
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AC/EC Elections 2023: A Historical Feat in the Teachers' Movement of the University of Delhi

The elections for Executive and Academic Councils were held in
the University on February 9, 2023, against the backdrop of the
implementation of major reforms under the NEP 2020. The
teaching community had in the last two years witnessed a
palpable change in their service conditions in the form of
promotions which have been due for 10 years or more. The
advent of Professorship in the colleges fulfilled the long-lasting
demand of the teaching community and conferred respect and
recognition to the college teachers. The effort of NDTF-led DUTA
under the dynamic leadership of Prof Ajay Kumar Bhagi had
been instrumental not only in reviving the above-mentioned
promotions but also in starting of appointment process at the
entry level for teachers in various colleges and the university
departments that were withheld for the last many years. The
AC/EC elections 2023 were held amidst these issues that
predominated the minds of the teaching community.

National Democratic Teachers Front had put its weight behind
Mr. Sunil Kumar, Assistant Professor, Dyal Singh College for the
Executive Council, and Sudershan Kumar, Dhanpal Singh, Vikas
Sharma, Harendra Nath Tiwari, Ashok Kumar Yadav, Vivek
Chaudhary Dhankar and Seema Singh for the Academic Council.

While NDTF had campaigned highlighting its achievements
during the year-long tenure of DUTA led by Prof A.K Bhagi that
had zeroed down to resolve the 3Ps of Pensions, Promotion of
teachers, and Permanent appointments in the University
affecting every teacher of the varsity. The opposition groups had
relied mostly on a negative campaign on the issue of displaced
teachers thus opposing the ongoing recruitment drive in the
University. The academic restructuring as per the NEP 2020 was
also an election issue, particularly in the context of decreasing
workloadinthe colleges.

The elections saw massive participation of teachers with a total
of 8144 votes polled. The election results turned out to be
historic that witnessed overwhelming support extended by the
teaching community to the candidates of NDTF both in the ACas

well as EC elections. NDTF's Sunil Kumar was the only EC
candidate to surpass the quota fixed by garnering 3482 votes
while the AADTA-backed Seema Das came a distant second with
2496 votes. He also achieved the historic accomplishment of
winning the maximum number of votes in the Delhi University EC
elections held to date. The repetition of the same feat was
witnessed in the results of AC elections too. For the first time in
the history of AC elections, all seven candidates fielded by NDTF
surpassed the fixed quota of 279 votes in the first round of
counting and were declared elected. The top three positions
were bagged by the NDTF candidates.

Despite the concerted efforts of the rivals to discredit and malign
the unparalleled feat of NDTF-led DUTA in pushing more than
7000 promotions and around 2000 (till date) appointments of
teachers in the varsity, the teaching community stood steadfast
with the progressive and reformist policies pursued by the
incumbent DUTA leadership that has witnessed a
transformation in the teaching-learning process of the
University and instilled hope and confidence amongst them. The
election results were ample proof that the teachers subscribed
to and unequivocally supported the policies and path of
reformation and reclamation of the University system which has
teachers'interest at its core. Furthermore, it also signals the fact
that teachers have summarily rejected the bogey of privatization
and contractualisation that was drummed up by the rival
factions.

NDTF is indebted to the teachers of Delhi University for the
massive support extended to it in the concluded AC/EC elections
and for reaffirming faith in the path and policies followed by
DUTA led by Prof. Ajay Bhagi. We assure the teaching community
that NDTF shall conduct itself in the Executive Council and
Academic Council in the coming years in a manner that brings all
pending issues of the teachers including permanent
appointments, protection of workload of teachers, the
extension of the Old Pension Scheme to all, etc to a logical
conclusion.
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Sri Aurobindo (1872-1950): Commemorating
the 150th Birth Anniversary

Born on 15" August 1872, Sri Aurobindo received his early education in
England. He went to King's College, University of Cambridge for higher
education, where he also qualified for the written examination of ICS
(Indian Civil Services) but was later rejected as he chose not to appear
for the compulsory riding test. In 1893, he returned to India and
gradually he devoted himself to political activism under the leadership
of Lokmanya Tilak. “Nationalism”, he maintained, “is not a mere
political programme. Nationalism is a religion that has come from
God... nationalismisimmortal”.

For Aurobindo, the nation possessed a divinity of its own, and all quest
for spiritual freedom acquired its fulfillment in the service for the
nation. His social and political philosophy witnessed an evolution
following his experience of practicing Yoga at Baroda in 1908, and more
so, after his spiritual experiences at Alipore jail after which he shifted to
Pondicherry. As a revolutionary nationalist thinker, his vision of unity
and oneness epitomized in the ideal of the nation, whereas in the post-
Alipore phase, it was elevated to a search for universalized human
experience, thereby propagating a constructive ideal of spiritual
oneness of all humanity. Aurobindo propagated the ideal of Integral
Yoga andin order to practise and popularize his yogicideas, he founded
an ashram at Pondicherry, where he stayed till he gave up his mortal
remains in 1950. Auroville, the experimental universal township
founded by Mirra Alfassa, or 'The Mother' was deeply influenced by his
teachings.

Quotations of Dr. Ambedkar

Ambedkar on Uniform Civil Code: “I personally do not understand why
religion should be given this vast, expansive jurisdiction, so as to cover
the whole of life and to prevent the legislature from encroaching upon
that field. After all, what are we having this liberty for? We are having
this liberty in order to reform our social system, which is so full of
inequities, discriminations, and other things, which conflict with our
fundamental rights.”

Ambedkar on Democracy: “A democracy is more than a form of
Government. It is primarily a mode of associated living. The roots of
Democracy are to be searched in the social relationship, in terms of
associated life between the people who form a society.”

Ambedkar on ideas: “Men are mortal. So are ideas. An idea needs
propagation as much as a plant needs watering. Otherwise, both will
witheranddie.”

Ambedkar on Nationalism: “I do not want that our loyalty as Indians
should be in the slightest way affected by any competitive loyalty
whether that loyalty arises out of our religion, out of our culture or out
of our language. | want all people to be Indians first, Indian last, and
nothing else but Indians.”

Pg7

A Note by NDTF

Acting upon representations made by National Democratic Teachers
Front (NDTF) and Delhi University Principals Association (DUPA), with
regard to deliberate fund cut by the AAP Government to 12 Delhi
University Colleges, the LG Secretariat has written to the Chief
Minister's Office to address these concerns. Highlighting that non-
disbursal of funds due to these 12 Colleges has led to their physical
infrastructure becoming unsafe owing to non/disrepair. The LG
Secretariat has also written to the Chief Secretary to get the premises
of these Colleges inspected in terms of safety and report to the Lt.
Governor.

NDTF submitted a representation to the Lt. Governor on 07.02.2023,
regarding non-payment of salaries and curtailing the funds of 12 Delhi
University Colleges that are fully funded by the Delhi Government. The
NDTF wrote that the funds of these 12 Colleges were unduly cut and
delayed by the Delhi Government, which has resulted in an inordinate
delay in the disbursal of salaries to the staff for the last five months. It
that on many occasions, salaries were not paid to the teachers and staff
for two to four consecutive months.

The NDTFinformed the LG that, the non-disbursal of due funds has also
resulted in hampering repair and maintenance works, pending for a
long, which had led to the physical infrastructure in these colleges
becoming unsafe. This posed a danger to the staff and students, the
association apprisedthe LG.

The NDTF, in its representation, underlined that even in the revised
estimates (RE) passed recently by Delhi Govt, there was a fund cut to
the tune of nearly Rs 113 crores. They also alleged harassment by the
members/chairpersons of the Governing Bodies of these Colleges
appointed by the Delhi Government. It requested the LG to issue
directions to the Delhi Government to release the full funds to these
colleges that have been pending for the last 5 years.

Further on 15.02.2023, another representation was made by the Delhi
University Principals Association (DUPA) regarding the same financial
crisis being faced by these 12 colleges. The DUPA said that these
Colleges were not even in a position to pay salary for the 3rd and 4th
Quarter of the FY 2022-23, and the funds released by the Delhi
Government were inadequate to meet the expenditure already due in
respect of retirement benefits, medical reimbursements, 7th CPC
arrears, promotion arrears, etc.

Taking note of the issues flagged by these colleges, the Lt. Governor
Secretariat wrote to the Chief Minister's Office vide U.O. dated
17.02.2023, requesting the issue to be brought to the notice of the
Chief Minister and consider releasing the due funds to the concerned
Colleges and address the issues raised by the associations. Further, in
view of the safety of students, teachers, and staff of these Colleges, the
LG Secretariat, vide U.O. dated 23.02.2023, asked the Chief Secretary,
Delhi, to conduct an inspection of these colleges on priority and sought
astatusreport within 15 days.
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Facts

Amendment to Regulation 18: Leave Rules Applicable to
Whole-Time Permanent Teachers and Regulations 19:
Study Leave. (E.C Res. No. 8-8 dated 01-02.07.2019)

1. Duty Leave up to 30 days/academicyear.
2. Study Leave: shall not exceed five years.
3 Sabbatical Leave: shall not exceed one year, at a time, and two years in

the entire career.
Casual Leave: shall not exceed eight days/academic year.

5X Special Casual Leave: not exceeding 10 days/academic year. A female
teacher who undergoes non-puerperal sterilization shall be entitled to
restricted leave to 14 days.

6. Earned Leave: shall not accumulate beyond 300 days.

7. Half-pay Leave: for a maximum of 20 days for each completed year of
service.

8. Commuted Leave: during the entire service shall be limited to a

maximum of 240 days

9. Extraordinary Leave: shall not exceed three years (except on medical
grounds). The total period of absence from duty shall not exceed five
yearsin the entire service.

10. Leave Not Due: may be granted for a period not exceeding 360 days
duringthe entire period of service.

11. Maternity Leave: not exceeding 180 days, may be availed twice in the
entire career (in case of miscarriage/abortion, for not more than 45 days.

12. Child-Care Leave: Women teachers with a minor child may be granted
leave for up to a period of two years for taking care of the minor
child/children.

13. Paternity Leave: 15 days may be granted to male teachers and such leave
shall be granted only up to two children.

14. Adoption Leave: Adoption leave may be provided as per the rules of the
Central Government.

15. Surrogacy Leave: as per the Government of India's Rules, Regulations,
and Normes.

LTCrules for central government employees: The central government employees
have to book air tickets from three booking agents — IRCTC, Balmer Lawrie &
Company Limited (BLCL), and Ashok Travels & Tours (ATT) at the Cheapest Fare
available (preferably book flight tickets at least 21 days prior to the travel date, to
avail the most competitive fares). They are to retain the print-out of the
concerned webpage of the ATAs having flight and fare details for the purpose of
the settlement of the LTC claims. In case of receiving the advance, if there is any
difference in fare and grant of advance, the difference in fare will be adjusted at
the time of settlement of the LTC claim. In a recent notification made on 29th
March 2023, central government employees can claim fare reimbursement for
LTC journeys of places not connected by rail, and the journey is made by taxi,
auto-rickshaw, etc. undertakes personal vehicles or private taxi, etc., limited up to
200 KMs to and when permission is taken from the head of the institution for the
use of hired or own taxifor an LTC journey on account of the disability of the self or
dependent family member.
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